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India. In 1519 Babar reached Peshawar, but trouble on
his Afghan frontiers called him home* Finally he
crossed the Indus on 15th December, 1525. SixMoghals
were worthy of the name. In the days of Aurangzeb
Akmgir, the " World-grasper," the world went out of
the Moghal grasp. The edifice began to rotten Top-
heavy and ill-balanced, it crashed.

For  the next tide of invaders the   Khyber  Pass was
not the gate but the goal.   These were the British  mer-
chant adventurers.   They hurried to pick up the broken
pieces of the Moghal Empire and build up the edifice once
again.    The British, unlike the Meghals,  did nothing to
daszlS the world by their wealth and brilliance.   It has
been all along a prosaic nation.    They built no  gorgeous
forts, no halls of splendour.   They have been following
the maxim of Chishtie as recorded on his tomb in Fateh*
pur Sikri, in beautiful flowing form of  Arabic :   "And
Jesus said, the world is a bridge, you must not build on
it."   The British are treating India as a bridge between
the East and the West,  although Rudyard Kipling,  the
Poet of the Empire, is still shouting from his grave at the
top of his voice that " East is East, West is West, and
the twain shall never meet."   Jesus said that the world is
a bridge, but   Kipling, with  his   blindfolded owl-eyed
philosophy,  does not see even the bridge.   So the warn-
ing of Christ is not intended for the Poet of the Empire.
While the British were marching slowly but surely and
steadily on the road of time, the Tartar throne of Delhi
tottered and faded.   Another dramatic scene took   place
in the Khyber Pass.   A shepherd lad  rose  to   the fame
of  a soldier.   It was   no wonder.    But the   shepherd
soldier   secured   the throne of Persia.     This was the
beginning   of   a    mighty   drama... he    shepherded
the horde of Afghans who wielded the rod of authorirv